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As organizations increasingly move their workloads to the cloud, it is critical
to understand the risks and compliance requirements associated with cloud
computing. AWS, as the leading cloud provider, offers a comprehensive set
of services and tools to help organizations mitigate risks and ensure
compliance.

This whitepaper provides a comprehensive overview of AWS risk and
compliance. We will discuss the key risks associated with AWS, the
compliance requirements that organizations need to be aware of, and the
AWS services and tools that can be used to mitigate risks and ensure
compliance.

Key Risks Associated with AWS
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There are a number of risks associated with using AWS, including:

Security risks: AWS provides a shared responsibility model for
security, which means that organizations are responsible for securing
their own data and workloads in the cloud. This can be a challenge for
organizations that are not familiar with cloud security best practices.

Compliance risks: AWS offers a wide range of compliance
certifications, but it is ultimately the responsibility of organizations to
ensure that their use of AWS is compliant with all applicable laws and
regulations.

Operational risks: AWS is a complex platform, and managing AWS
resources can be challenging. This can lead to operational risks, such
as outages or data loss.

Financial risks: AWS can be a cost-effective way to run workloads,
but it is important to understand the pricing model before using AWS.
Organizations that do not carefully manage their AWS usage can face
unexpected costs.

Compliance Requirements for AWS

Organizations that use AWS must be aware of a number of compliance
requirements, including:

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR): GDPR is a European
Union regulation that protects the personal data of EU citizens.
Organizations that use AWS to process personal data must comply
with GDPR.



Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA):
HIPAA is a US law that protects the privacy of health information.
Organizations that use AWS to process health information must
comply with HIPAA.

Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard (PCI DSS): PCI
DSS is a security standard that applies to organizations that process
payment card information. Organizations that use AWS to process
payment card information must comply with PCI DSS.

Sarbanes-Oxley Act (SOX): SOX is a US law that requires publicly
traded companies to maintain accurate financial records.
Organizations that use AWS to store or process financial data must
comply with SOX.

AWS Services and Tools for Risk and Compliance

AWS offers a number of services and tools that can be used to mitigate
risks and ensure compliance, including:

AWS Security Hub: AWS Security Hub is a central console for
managing security and compliance across AWS accounts. It provides a
single view of security findings and compliance status, and it can be
used to automate security and compliance tasks.

AWS Config: AWS Config is a service that allows organizations to
track and audit the configuration of their AWS resources. It can be
used to detect and remediate compliance violations.

AWS CloudTrail: AWS CloudTrail is a service that logs all API calls
made to AWS resources. It can be used to audit AWS usage and to
detect security threats.



AWS IAM: AWS IAM is a service that allows organizations to manage
access to AWS resources. It can be used to implement role-based
access control (RBAC) and to enforce least privilege.

AWS KMS: AWS KMS is a service that allows organizations to
manage and protect encryption keys. It can be used to encrypt data at
rest and in transit.

AWS provides a comprehensive set of services and tools that can help
organizations mitigate risks and ensure compliance. By understanding the
risks and compliance requirements associated with AWS, and by using the
AWS services and tools that are available, organizations can confidently
move their workloads to the cloud.

To learn more about AWS risk and compliance, download our whitepaper
today.
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