
Accidents and Foolhardiness on the
Continental Divide: Death in the Parks
America's national parks are some of the most beautiful and awe-inspiring
places on Earth. They offer visitors the chance to experience the natural
world in all its glory, from towering mountains to sparkling lakes to pristine
forests. But these parks can also be dangerous places. Every year, people
are injured or killed in accidents while hiking, climbing, camping, and
engaging in other outdoor activities.

In his new book, Accidents and Foolhardiness on the Continental Divide:
Death in the Parks, author John Smith explores the dark side of America's
national parks. Smith examines a series of accidents that have occurred in
the parks over the years, from the tragic deaths of hikers to the fatal falls of
climbers. He also looks at the role that human error and recklessness play
in these accidents.
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Smith's book is a fascinating and sobering look at the dangers that can lurk
in even the most beautiful places. It is a must-read for anyone who loves
the outdoors and wants to stay safe while enjoying it.

Chapter 1: The Dangers of Hiking

Hiking is one of the most popular activities in national parks. It is a great
way to get exercise, enjoy the scenery, and experience the natural world.
However, hiking can also be dangerous. Every year, people are injured or
killed while hiking in national parks.

There are many different hazards that hikers can face, including:

Slips and falls

Altitude sickness

Hypothermia

Hyperthermia

Lightning strikes

Wildlife encounters

Hikers can reduce their risk of injury or death by taking the following
precautions:

Be prepared for all types of weather conditions.

Wear appropriate clothing and footwear.

Carry plenty of food and water.

Let someone know your hiking plans.



Stay on marked trails.

Be aware of your surroundings.

Do not hike alone.

Chapter 2: The Dangers of Climbing

Climbing is another popular activity in national parks. It is a great way to
challenge yourself physically and mentally, and to experience the beauty of
the mountains. However, climbing can also be dangerous. Every year,
people are injured or killed while climbing in national parks.

There are many different hazards that climbers can face, including:

Falls

Rockfalls

Lightning strikes

Altitude sickness

Hypothermia

Hyperthermia

Climbers can reduce their risk of injury or death by taking the following
precautions:

Be trained and experienced in climbing.

Use proper safety equipment.

Climb with a partner.



Be aware of the weather conditions.

Do not climb beyond your abilities.

Chapter 3: The Dangers of Camping

Camping is a great way to experience the natural world and to get away
from the hustle and bustle of everyday life. However, camping can also be
dangerous. Every year, people are injured or killed while camping in
national parks.

There are many different hazards that campers can face, including:

Wildlife encounters

Hypothermia

Hyperthermia

Lightning strikes

Fire

Campers can reduce their risk of injury or death by taking the following
precautions:

Be aware of the wildlife in the area.

Store food and trash properly.

Be prepared for all types of weather conditions.

Build a campfire safely.

Do not leave a campfire unattended.



Accidents can happen anywhere, but they are more likely to occur in
national parks, where people are often engaged in activities that are
inherently dangerous. By understanding the risks and taking the proper
precautions, you can help to reduce your risk of injury or death while
enjoying the beauty of America's national parks.
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