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This book tells the story of the early American naturalists who explored the
American West between 1804 and 1900. These men and women were
instrumental in documenting the plants, animals, and landscapes of this
vast and unknown region. Their work helped to shape our understanding of
the natural world and laid the foundation for the conservation movement in
America.
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The book is divided into four parts. The first part provides an overview of
the history of exploration in the American West. The second part profiles
some of the most important early American naturalists, including John
James Audubon, John Muir, and Mary Austin. The third part examines the
different ways that these naturalists studied the West, including their use of
field notes, drawings, and photographs. The fourth part discusses the
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legacy of these early naturalists and their impact on our understanding of
the American West.

The book is profusely illustrated with beautiful images of the West, and it
includes essays by leading historians and scientists. It is a must-read for
anyone interested in the history of exploration, the natural world, or the
American West.
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Reviews

"This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of
exploration, the natural world, or the American West." - The New York
Times

"A beautifully written and illustrated book that tells the story of the early
American naturalists who explored the American West." - The Washington
Post

"This book is a valuable addition to the literature on the history of
exploration and the natural world." - The Journal of American History
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