
Irrepressible: Unraveling the Jazz Age
Odyssey of Henrietta Bingham
In the whirlwind of the Jazz Age, a time of cultural upheaval and boundless
optimism, there lived a woman who defied the expectations of her era and
forged an unforgettable path. Henrietta Bingham, as chronicled in the
captivating biography "Irrepressible," was a whirlwind of energy, a socialite,
a salon hostess, and an art patron who left an enduring mark on American
history.

A Rebellious Spirit

Born into a wealthy New York family in 1886, Henrietta Bingham was a free
spirit from a young age. She defied her parents' expectations, rejecting the
prescribed life of a debutante and marriage. Instead, she embraced the
artistic and intellectual currents of the time, becoming a regular at
Greenwich Village gatherings and immersing herself in the vibrant cultural
scene.
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A Salon Luminary

In 1914, Henrietta Bingham married Robert Bingham, a young diplomat
and journalist. Their marriage took them to Washington, D.C., where
Henrietta's charm and charisma quickly made her a prominent figure in
society. She established a salon in her home, becoming a renowned
hostess to a glittering array of artists, writers, politicians, and diplomats.
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Henrietta's salon became a hub of intellectual and artistic exchange. She
hosted lively debates on politics, culture, and social issues, nurturing the
creative energies of the era. Among her regular guests were F. Scott
Fitzgerald, Zelda Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway, Sinclair Lewis, and
Gertrude Stein.

A Patron of the Arts

Henrietta Bingham's passion for the arts extended beyond her salon. She
was a generous patron of young artists, musicians, and writers. She
supported the work of such talents as Aaron Copland, George Gershwin,
and Willem de Kooning, helping to launch their careers and shape the
cultural landscape of the time.

In 1937, Henrietta Bingham played a pivotal role in establishing the
National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. Her tireless efforts helped
secure funding and support for the gallery, ensuring its legacy as one of
America's premier art institutions.

A Life of Scandals and Triumphs

Henrietta Bingham's life was not without its share of scandals and
controversies. Her marriage to Robert Bingham ended in divorce, and she
subsequently married a younger man, John Hay "Jock" Whitney. Their
relationship was marred by Whitney's alcoholism and infidelity.

Despite the personal challenges she faced, Henrietta Bingham never lost
her zest for life. She continued to host her salon, support the arts, and
pursue her own interests. She became a successful businesswoman,
running her own interior design firm and publishing a magazine called
"Vogue's Book of Etiquette."



A Legacy of Influence

Henrietta Bingham's influence extended far beyond her own lifetime. Her
salon became a legendary gathering place, fostering the exchange of ideas
and nurturing the talents of a generation. Her patronage of the arts helped
to define the cultural identity of the United States in the 20th century.

As we look back on the Jazz Age, Henrietta Bingham stands as an
embodiment of the era's spirit of rebellion, creativity, and social change.
Her life, chronicled in the captivating biography "Irrepressible," is a
testament to her enduring legacy as a cultural icon and a woman who lived
life on her own terms.

In the annals of American history, Henrietta Bingham remains an
unforgettable figure. Through her infectious energy, her passion for the arts,
and her unwavering spirit, she left an indelible mark on the Jazz Age and
beyond. "Irrepressible" is a captivating exploration of her life and times,
revealing the remarkable story of a woman who defied societal norms and
lived a life of extraordinary adventure.
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