
Mormons, Merlot, and the Utah Liquor
Monopoly: A Prohibition-Era Tale
In the heart of the American West, nestled amidst the towering peaks of the
Wasatch Mountains, lies the state of Utah. A land shaped by a rich and
complex history, Utah has long grappled with the issue of alcohol
consumption. The state's unique relationship with liquor has its roots in the
arrival of Mormon pioneers in the mid-19th century.

Mormons, Merlot & The Utah Liquor Monopoly :
Inspiration thru Fermentation by Spartacus Falanghina

4.7 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 19318 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 377 pages
Lending : Enabled
Paperback : 272 pages
Item Weight : 15.2 ounces
Dimensions : 6 x 0.67 x 8.99 inches

The Mormon Influence

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, also known as the
Mormon Church, has played a profound role in shaping Utah's culture and
laws. The Church's doctrine prohibits the consumption of alcohol, and its
influence has been a major factor in Utah's restrictive liquor policies.

FREE

https://codex.bccbooking.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6ImtJRmNzdmhNRUUxVFhhQVRkU2daSVwvMjVLNlNKVlRPd2dhdlAyU1wvdlc3RDFDZ05aNFR2cnRESjltNUkwT3FIdmdKVjNJd3VvdVVyK29wWEsxK2NYMHJ1ZDRVU2xadE1sejQzRklTRUwyTlk1SVBYYU5wcmZjOHdsOFZERVhYZXE5UERZcHNsTHpUQWo5N1phNTNKeGsxRlVWaXZTbUVwVXpQZHpPMGtJMTZRaU9uK0s1cVcxbFwvSFpmOVlSVDd3K3Bocm5ZMkR1U2pIbkpzZE0rZFlZT2c9PSIsIml2IjoiZjA1ODlhZTU3ZmIzNGY2ODU3YTMxYzkxM2Q3YmE0YTYiLCJzIjoiNDI3MTA4NDA3YTkxZGNhOCJ9
https://codex.bccbooking.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlN6RmdId2laOXRDQ2g3U2JpaGN6SVRYNVByeDJBMnNwMXRCR2RlVmYxRTg1NkdkUTR4Y2lvbFhrRTdFdHpncEN1YXVOR3pXTXJxOVBrU1dOdVdCRlczK2MzdWFTeGZMTVZNYTJ0XC9uakVhVU1EOXdvYVgyMDJEUjJcL1ZqQ2d2TVpvb1dIUFNVYkVNY0lab2xEUVZ6TWRQZVRNd2dOQVRXQlloc0pPXC9hbGFDRUI0RkF5ejNaUDRpbG1RQ0NpcG95UWFoanBmUlJ3R25tVUdMYVV2XC9ZMWJnPT0iLCJpdiI6IjM3OTBhNjRmZmQ2YjAxZGU5MTJlZjIxMzdmNGNmMjlmIiwicyI6ImEzYWFhNjYwNTdlZDY1M2IifQ%3D%3D
https://codex.bccbooking.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6IlwvNnRveVlTN2lmMllGVmhXMVdsb0VZeFpwMjl3ejJcL1BNdHhcLzlRaTB3d2dcL0tNblNnaFwvRHdDRDRycEVGa3ZSSUpXRTBuNlNZaGx2ckdvRnU2N290dzNna0dtTG9saDNGVU8yeUlGTTIwWnlmczZ1NzJxbWVwVHVIY0trYVNmNjhwQitPWHlsZXdyZlpXMGs4elM3bmtsREk3TmtrSjRNNWtLTjZsOWl4XC9UZVgwbG8xc3kwSnhFenM4R2xLSFBcL3haMzFrcFlNYmZSdmlLak5IN3ZqemlBPT0iLCJpdiI6IjQ2ZTg1ZDBlMzE4NGY1NDM1MGYzMzQwZDhmZTQzNGM0IiwicyI6ImI0ZmE5YzExNDJiMzk4NGUifQ%3D%3D


In 1852, Brigham Young, the second president of the Mormon Church,
declared martial law in Utah and banned the sale and consumption of
alcohol. This prohibition was strictly enforced, and those who violated it
faced severe penalties.

Prohibition and Bootlegging

The national Prohibition era, which lasted from 1920 to 1933, further
solidified Utah's ban on alcohol. However, prohibition did not end the
demand for alcohol. Instead, it created a thriving underground market for
bootleggers and speakeasies.

Bootleggers smuggled alcohol into Utah from neighboring states and sold it
illegally. Speakeasies, hidden bars that operated in secret, proliferated
throughout the state. The demand for alcohol was so high that even some
members of the Mormon Church secretly indulged.

The Merlot Miracle

In the 1930s, a peculiar event occurred that would forever change Utah's
relationship with alcohol. In 1933, Prohibition was repealed, and Utah
began to grapple with the issue of alcohol legalization.

Mormon leaders were reluctant to allow the sale of alcohol in the state.
However, they recognized that prohibition had failed and that a more
moderate approach was needed.

In 1935, the Utah legislature passed a law that created a state-controlled
liquor monopoly. The Utah Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
(DABC) was established to regulate the sale and distribution of alcohol.



The DABC's policies were strict. Alcohol could only be sold in state-owned
liquor stores, and the selection was limited. However, there was one
notable exception: merlot.

Merlot is a red wine that is typically characterized by its soft, fruity flavor. In
the 1930s, merlot was a relatively unknown varietal in the United States.
However, Mormon leaders believed that it was a less offensive type of wine
than others.

As a result, the DABC made merlot the only red wine that could be sold in
state liquor stores. This decision had a profound impact on Utah's wine
culture. Merlot became the most popular red wine in the state, and it
remains so to this day.

Alcohol Reform and the Legacy of Prohibition

In the decades following the creation of the liquor monopoly, Utah's alcohol
laws gradually became more relaxed. In 1969, the state allowed private
clubs to sell alcohol. In 1987, the sale of beer was legalized in grocery
stores.

However, the legacy of prohibition continues to shape Utah's relationship
with alcohol. The state's liquor laws are still among the most restrictive in
the nation. The DABC maintains a tight grip on the sale and distribution of
alcohol, and the selection of available products remains limited.

Despite these restrictions, Utah has a vibrant and diverse alcohol scene.
Craft breweries and wineries have flourished in recent years, and there are
now a number of excellent restaurants and bars that serve alcohol.



The story of Utah's liquor monopoly is a complex one, intertwined with the
state's unique history and culture. From the early days of Mormon
settlement to the present day, alcohol has been a source of both conflict
and compromise in Utah.

As Utah continues to evolve, its relationship with alcohol will undoubtedly
continue to shape its identity. The legacy of prohibition will likely remain a
factor for years to come, but the state is also moving towards a more
balanced and moderate approach to alcohol consumption.
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Escape to Sunrise Cottage: A Captivating Read
You Won't Want to Miss
Are you ready for a heartwarming escape? Step into the enchanting
world of Sunrise Cottage, where love, loss, and redemption intertwine in
a captivating...

Flipping the Switch on Technology: A Life-
Changing Guide to Mindful Use
In the digital age, technology has become an indispensable part of our
lives. We rely on it for work, communication, entertainment, and...
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