
Taking Off Airborne with Mary Wilkins Ellis
In the realm of American literature, Mary Wilkins Ellis stands as a beacon of
literary brilliance, a pioneering voice that captured the essence of New
England life with remarkable depth and insight. Her short stories, novels,
and plays have left an enduring legacy that continues to resonate with
readers today. In her latest biography, "Taking Off Airborne," author Emily
Dickinson paints a vivid portrait of Ellis's life and work, offering a captivating
glimpse into the mind of this extraordinary writer.
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A Life of Passion and Purpose

Mary Wilkins Ellis was born in 1852 in Randolph, Massachusetts, to a
family steeped in intellectual pursuits. From a young age, she displayed a
keen interest in writing, often composing poems and stories that
showcased her precocious talent. Despite the societal constraints placed
on women of her time, Ellis pursued her literary aspirations with
unwavering determination.
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Ellis's early life was marked by both triumphs and tragedies. She found
solace in her writing, using it as a means to explore the complexities of the
human condition. Her first published story, "The Ghost in the Dooryard,"
appeared in 1881 and immediately garnered critical acclaim. Over the next
several decades, she published numerous short stories, novels, and plays,
establishing herself as a leading voice in American literature.

Capturing the Essence of New England

Ellis's writing is deeply rooted in the New England experience. Her stories
often depicted the lives of ordinary people living in rural communities. She
had an uncanny ability to capture the nuances of their speech, customs,
and beliefs. Through her vivid descriptions and keen observations, Ellis
brought to life the unique character and challenges of the region.

One of Ellis's most famous works is the novel "Pembroke." Set in a small
New England town, the novel explores the lives of various characters as
they grapple with love, loss, and the complexities of human nature. Ellis's
ability to portray the inner lives of her characters with such depth and
sensitivity makes "Pembroke" a timeless masterpiece of American
literature.

A Feminist Pioneer

In an era when women's rights were severely limited, Mary Wilkins Ellis
emerged as a feminist pioneer. Her writing challenged prevailing gender
norms and explored the experiences of women in a patriarchal society. In
her short story "The Revolt of 'Mother,'" Ellis depicts a woman's struggle for
independence and self-determination. This story is considered a landmark
work in American feminist literature.



Ellis's writing often explored the domestic sphere, traditionally seen as
women's domain. However, she did not romanticize household labor or the
role of wife and mother. Instead, she exposed the constraints and
frustrations faced by women within these roles. Her work contributed to a
growing awareness of women's rights and the need for social change.

Literary Legacy and Impact

Mary Wilkins Ellis's literary legacy extends far beyond her own time. Her
writing has influenced countless authors, including Willa Cather, Edith
Wharton, and Eudora Welty. Her short story "A New England Nun" was
adapted into an opera by composer Jake Heggie, further showcasing the
enduring power of her work.

In 1925, Ellis was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction for her novel "The
Age of Innocence." This prestigious award recognized her exceptional
contributions to American literature and cemented her status as one of the
most important writers of her generation.

Taking Off Airborne: A Captivating Literary Journey

Emily Dickinson's biography, "Taking Off Airborne," provides an immersive
account of Mary Wilkins Ellis's life and work. through meticulous research
and insightful analysis, Dickinson paints a vivid portrait of the author, her
struggles, her triumphs, and her lasting impact on American literature.

The book is written in a captivating style that draws readers into Ellis's
world. Dickinson deftly weaves together biographical details, literary
analysis, and historical context to create a narrative that is both informative
and deeply engaging.



"Taking Off Airborne" is an essential read for anyone interested in American
literature, women's history, or the life and work of one of the most
remarkable writers of her time. It is a book that will inspire, enlighten, and
stay with you long after you have finished reading it.

Mary Wilkins Ellis was a literary trailblazer whose writing continues to
captivate and inspire readers generations after her death. Her stories,
novels, and plays provide a window into the past, offering a glimpse into
the lives of ordinary people living in extraordinary times. Her work is a
testament to the power of human creativity and the resilience of the female
spirit.

Emily Dickinson's biography, "Taking Off Airborne," is a fitting tribute to this
literary icon. Through its insightful exploration of Ellis's life and work, the
book invites readers to take off airborne with one of the most enduring
voices in American literature.
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