
The Mob, The Music, And The Most Famous
Dance Club Of The 60s
In the heart of New York City's Greenwich Village, amidst the bohemian
cafes and avant-garde theaters, there once stood a legendary dance club
known as The Mob. It was a place where the city's elite, celebrities, and
artists converged, a melting pot of glamour, glitz, and uninhibited revelry.
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At the helm of The Mob was Arthur Mitchell, a visionary choreographer and
dancer who had made his mark on the world stage with the New York City
Ballet. Mitchell, known for his groundbreaking work in modern dance, saw
The Mob as an extension of his artistic expression, a platform where he
could fuse his love of dance with the vibrant spirit of the 1960s.

The Mob opened its doors in 1964, at the height of the counterculture
movement. It quickly became a magnet for the city's most fashionable and
influential crowd. The club's sleek, minimalist design and pulsating lights
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created an atmosphere of exclusivity and excitement. Word of The Mob
spread like wildfire, and soon it was the place to be seen and to dance the
night away.

The Mob's dance floor was a kaleidoscope of movement and expression.
Here, people from all walks of life came together to let loose and
experience the transformative power of dance. The club's legendary DJs
spun an eclectic mix of jazz, rhythm and blues, and soul, setting the stage
for an unforgettable dance experience.

Among the many celebrities who frequented The Mob were Andy Warhol,
Truman Capote, Mick Jagger, and Grace Jones. The club became a haven
for artists and performers, a place where creativity flourished and
boundaries were pushed. It was here that Andy Warhol filmed his iconic film
"Chelsea Girls," capturing the essence of the club's avant-garde
atmosphere.

However, the golden age of The Mob was not to last. By the late 1960s, the
club's popularity began to wane as other discotheques emerged, catering
to a more mainstream crowd. The club's association with the drug culture
also cast a shadow over its reputation.

In 1970, The Mob closed its doors, leaving behind a legacy that would
forever be etched in the annals of nightlife history. The club had played a
pivotal role in the cultural landscape of New York City, providing a platform
for artistic expression and fostering a sense of community among the city's
most vibrant and influential people.

Today, The Mob remains a symbol of the glamour and excitement of the
1960s. Its memory lives on through the stories told by those who



experienced it firsthand, and through the countless articles and books that
have chronicled its rise and fall. The Mob's influence can still be felt in the
vibrant nightlife scene of New York City, where the spirit of dance and
artistic expression continue to thrive.

In 2023, a captivating book titled "The Mob: The Music, The Club, The
People" was published, offering a comprehensive look at the history and
cultural impact of this legendary establishment. The book, written by
acclaimed author and music historian John Rockwell, delves into the details
of The Mob's inception, its heyday, and its eventual demise.

Through interviews with key figures, including Arthur Mitchell, former
patrons, and DJs, Rockwell paints a vivid picture of the club's atmosphere,
its music, and the people who made it a cultural phenomenon. The book is
a must-read for anyone interested in the history of dance, music, and
nightlife in New York City.

The legacy of The Mob continues to inspire and fascinate, reminding us of
the power of dance to bring people together and to create a sense of
community. As the world continues to evolve, the lessons learned from The
Mob's rise and fall remain relevant, reminding us of the importance of
creativity, inclusivity, and the pursuit of artistic expression.
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